








FOR 
BETTER 
TESTING 


io 


Unique Noise-excluding enclosures 
for standard audiometer headphones 


(World patents pending) 


WITHOUT THRESHOLD SHIFT! 


Permit accurate pure tone audiometry in conditions of 
ambient noise too high for unshielded earphones 

Can be fitted easily to any audiometer earphone using 
standard TDH 39 inserts 

Complete freedom from threshold shift — no change in 
audometer calibration at time of fitting 

Subsequent periodic recalibartion can be effected on Stan- 
dard ISO 6cc coupler without removal of inserts from 
Audiocups 

invaluable where a silent cabin or sound-proof room is not 
available 

Give extra attenuation when a booth is available 
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TWO CASE STUDIES IN TINNITUS MASKING 
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WE'RE MEETING BESIDE THE ARCH.......... 8] 


WHAT THE FTC’S PROPOSED RULE WILL 
DO TO COMPETITION 


Hearing Aid Heips Art Carney 


THE SOUND STAGE of the Astoria 
Film Center in Queens is the fourth- 
largest in the country and its vastness 
made the only set, a shabby and untidy 
apartment, seem even smaller. The 
apartment is the focal point of ** Going in 
Style,’ and is shared by three elderly 
men, played by George Burns, 83, Lee 
Strasberg, 77, and Art Carney, a whip- 
persnapper at age 60. Mr. Carney said 
that specializing in roles that are older 
rather than younger than his age has its 
compensations, and he has preferred 
them since winning his Academy 
Award for *‘ Harry and Tonto.” He also 
pointed out, “‘I don’t have to worry 
about my waistline, but think some- 
times that I ought to. And I don’t have 
to be bothered wearing a prop hearing 
aid because I’ve got a real one. It’s a 
great invention, the hearing aid. I’m 
turning up the volume now, but I can 
also turn it down.” z 


Industrial Design Professor 
Urges Humane Design Concepts 


JAMES PIRKL, an industrial design 
professor at Syracuse University, says 
that most products are designed to be 
used by “‘prime’’ consumers, the 18-35 
age group. But such a common house- 
hold device as a can opener or a stove 
can cause problems for an aged or hand- 
icapped user. 

He cites the case of an elderly woman 
who had to turn off her hearing aid be- 
cause her ears were irritated by the buz- 
zer on the stove. More than one such 
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product in the home can add up to what 
Pirkl calls ‘ta hostile environment.”’ 

He suggests that the solution is to 
start designing products that can be 
used by all consumers, not just the agile 
young. If manufacturers and package 
designers gave a little thought to prod- 
uct design at the outset, by changing a 
proportion here or adjusting a dimen- 
sion there, they could make the product 
usable by a much larger segment of the 
population. 

‘The transition to ‘humane product 
design’ is a lengthy and costly prospect 
for manufacturers ... But more and 
more manufacturers are realizing that 
humane design is good business.” _@ 
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